Climate Justice: Ethics, Energy, and Public Policy

Research Topics
Campus-Related Topics 

· Energy Conservation and Efficiency: Efforts and Opportunities 

· Transportation Fleet: Fuel Efficiency and Vehicle Types 

· Carbon Footprint Assessment

· Biodiesel and Campus Vehicles 

· Biomass and Steam Heat Production 

· Prospects for Wind Energy Production 

· Prospects for Solar Power Production 


    General Topics: 

· Clean Coal Technologies and Carbon Sequestration Possibilities 

· Environmental Consequences of Coal Mining (ash, mountain-top mining, etc.) 

· European Union’s Carbon-Emissions Trading System 

· Status of Post-Kyoto International Climate Negotiations 

· Status of U.S. Climate Policy Proposals

· Regional Cap and Trade Programs in the US and Canada 

· State and Federal Regulation of Carbon Dioxide 

· Strengths and Weaknesses of Carbon Taxes 

· Methods of Addressing the Regressive Impact of Rising Energy Costs on the Poor

· National and State Renewable Energy Standards 

· Evaluation of Energy Subsidies 

· Relation of Feed-in Tariffs to Renewable Energy Production (Germany, Spain, Japan)

· Prospects for increasing US domestic oil supplies by new drilling 

· Comparison of Federal Corporate Automotive Fuel Economy Standards (CAFE) and State Standards (California, etc) 

· Renewable Energy and State Deregulation of Power Production and Distribution 

· Federal and/or State Relief Programs for Energy Costs of Low-Income Persons 

· Obstacles to New Electric Power Transmission

· Fourth Generation Nuclear Fission Electrical Power Production 

· Status of Nuclear Fusion Research and Electrical Power Production 

· Status of Yucca Mountain Permanent Nuclear Waste Repository 

· Nuclear Fuel Reprocessing in Japan and France 

· Prospects for exploitation of Geothermal Energy

· Hydrogen Fuel Cell Research Developments 

· Hydrogen Fuel Cell Applications 

· Hydrogen Fuel Storage 

· Univ. of Minnesota - Morris Hydrogen/Ammonia Storage Project

· Environmental Consequences of Corn-Ethanol Production 

· Prospects for Cellulosic Ethanol Production 

· Environmental Concerns related to Bio-Mass Energy Production 

· Biofuels vs Food Production

· Evaluation of Aesthetic and Environmental Concerns about Wind and/or Solar Power 

· Prospects for Storage of Intermittent Power Production (Wind/Solar) 

· Prospects for Distributed Power Generation (Wind/Solar) vs. Central-site Generation and Regional Transmission

· Methane Energy Production by Anaerobic Decomposition 

· Prospects for New Hydroelectric Power Generation in the US 

· Pro Evaluation of Energy conservation programs aimed at individuals 

· Prospects for Promotion of Energy Efficiency by Electric Utilities

